
  

 

  

 

Newlands Class Information 

Church Walk CE Primary School 

Spring 1 2023 

 

Happy New Year! 

Literacy 

This half term our focus will be on the book ‘The Ice Palace’ by Roberts Swindells. We will be 

exploring characters and settings, alongside drama and music, to inspire the writing of stories. We 

will also be looking at instructional texts, and will write recipes to link with our Science work on 

States of Matter. Daily spelling, punctuation and grammar sessions will take place, as will weekly 

guided reading and handwriting sessions. 

 

Reading 

Children will need to continue to change reading books when they come in to school in the 

mornings. This may be every day or every few days depending on the length of the book. Please 

read and discuss books with your child as often as possible at home. Even fluent readers benefit 

from someone listening to them read. Please make sure reading records are updated regularly at 

home and are in school every day.    

 

Maths  

Daily Maths sessions will help the children to develop their mental maths abilities. Maths lessons will 

focus on multiplication and division, length and perimeter, fractions and decimals . We will be 

following the White Rose scheme for learning. Children will have the opportunity to apply their 

learning in regular problem-solving activities. Please continue to support your child at home with 

regular learning of times tables. Remember to use TT Rockstars and Purple Mash as additional 

learning resources at home. 

Science 

In Science, we will be investigating states of matter. We will be finding out about solids, liquids and 

gases, and the effect of temperature on them. We will also carry out experiments to understand 

evaporation and condensation. 

 

Geography 

In Geography we will be finding out about world climates, with a focus on polar and tundra climates 

and biomes in the northern hemisphere. We will research people, animals and plants that live in 

these areas, as well as looking at mountains, glaciers, the water cycle, rivers and climate change.  

 

P.E.  

We will be developing skills in Dance in PE this half term, with a focus on cold places. We will also be 

learning about principles of rotation in Gymnastics. 

P.E will take place every Monday and Wednesday. Please make sure your child has the following 

items in school every day: 

Black pumps, black shorts, red school PE shirt. Trainers for outdoor games are recommended if 

possible. Tracksuit bottoms can be brought for cold weather. 

 

 



  

 

  

 

R.E.  

We will look at forgiveness and the Christian attitude towards it. 

We will use Bible stories to look at various examples of forgiveness and then relate these to our lives 

today. 

 

 

Design Technology 

In DT we will be designing and making a bag for a character from our Literacy topic. We will identify 

features needed and set criteria before using different techniques to make a bag. 

 

Music 

In music, learning will be based around a song called ‘Bringing us together’. Through this unit 

children will develop skills and knowledge of pulse, tempo, dynamics, composition and notation. 

 

French 

In French, we will be recap on greetings, asking what someone’s name is and how they are, 

numbers, instructions and actions, and body parts. We will learn about colours, clothes and food. 

 

Computing  

This half term we will learn how to use spreadsheets and how to email. 

P.S.H.C.E 

In PSHCE our topic is living in the wider world we will look at what belonging to a community means 

by discussing rights, laws and rules and explore the online community we belong to. We will look at 

the how the internet can be used positively and how to stay safe online. 

 

Homework 

Children will continue to receive homework every Thursday. This may be in the homework book, on 

Microsoft Teams or Purple Mash. 

 It must be handed in by the following Tuesday at the latest, to allow for marking. If returned after 

this, it may not be marked before the next piece of homework goes out. 

A spelling sheet will also be given every Tuesday. This sheet can be kept at home to practise. The 

test will usually take place the following Tuesday.  

 


